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Forward

The 2008 Cicero Early Childhood Report is prepared by the All Our Kids: Early Childhood
Network-Cicero, serving the community for nine years. The purpose of the report is to:

. increase community awareness of the importance of the early childhood years

highlight the compelling issues that impact Cicero’s youngest children and their families
monitor changing conditions

support allocation of resources

guide policy decisions

Our thanks to the staff of the Epidemiology Unit at the Cook County Department of Public
Health, Steven Seweryn and Tonia Singletary, who helped collect, analyze and narrate the data.
To Patrick Hagan, an MD/MPH student intern from St. Georges University, we offer our special
note of appreciation for his exceptional effort in sifting through the data sources and his
dedication to organizing and formatting the Cicero early childhood data.

The value of the Cicero Early Childhood Reports reflect the long term commitment and
determination to advance the health and well being of children and families in this remarkable
community. It is encouraging to see the increased attention paid to the Cicero community and the
subsequent increase in resources attained and services provided to children 0-5 years.

AOK has an active agenda for the next year including:

. Promoting community resources and information to all providers of children 0-5 years
. Educating and outreaching to parents on successful parenting practices
. Increasing capacity and access to comprehensive, coordinated services for all children

and their families.

New partners are always welcome and we invite you to join the growing collaboration of
dedicated providers and community representatives who work tirelessly to help children receive
the best start in life.

Valerie Webb, MPH
Assistant Health Officer

Rosalind Larsen, LCSW
AOK-Cicero Network Coordinator
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Summary of Trends in Cicero - 2008

° Positive Trends

High School Dropout Rate
Reported cases of Hepatitis A
Decreasing unemployment rates
Birth rate

Overall crime rates

Reported cases of Shigellosis

e No Discernable or Stable Trends

Cases of Assault

Sufficient Median Income

Number of Births to Mothers Under 20 Years of Age

Median House Values

Criminal Sexual Assault Cases

Reported cases of Sexually Transmitted Diseases in under 20 year olds

e Negative Trends

Increase in the number of low income students

High School Graduation Rates

Low Birth Weight Births

Infant Mortality Rates (Death rates)

Children Hospitalized with Bronchitis and Asthma

Births to Unmarried Mothers

Reported cases of Sexually Transmitted Diseases in 20 — 29 year olds
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