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Officials warn suburban Cook County residents not to handle bats

The Cook County Department of Public Health (CCDPH) is warning residents to always avoid contact with bats. Seven bats have tested positive for rabies in suburban Cook County this year. In 2008, suburban Cook County reported 11 positive bats. Typically, 40 to 60 bats test positive each year for rabies in the state. So far this year Illinois has had 37 positive bats. 

People should assume that bats found in the home may be carriers of rabies. Great care should be taken to avoid any direct contact. If a bat is found alive in the home, CCDPH is advising residents to keep the doors closed and not enter the room where the bat is located. 

“If you encounter a bat, do not touch, hit or destroy it, and do not attempt to chase it out,” said Stephen A. Martin, Jr., Ph.D., M.P.H., chief operating officer of CCDPH. “Contact your municipal animal control officer or local police department to collect the bat for testing.”
Residents should also notify authorities if a dead bat is found. If the animal is not laboratory tested, post exposure prophylaxis (PEP) may need to be administered to the persons in the home. If laboratory testing on the bat is negative for rabies, no vaccine will need to be given.

Rabies can be spread by the bite or scratch of an infected bat or if infectious material from a rabid animal, such as saliva, comes in contact with one’s nose, mouth, an open wound or gets directly into the eyes. Dr. Martin added, “A bat bite or scratch may not be seen or even felt by the injured person due to the small size of its teeth and claws. A potential rabies exposure should never be taken lightly.” 

Parents should teach children to never touch a bat that is lying on the ground. The bat may not be dead, just ill, and could bite.  Pet owners should be on the alert for bats near their homes, because pets that spend time outdoors can easily come into contact with these animals. Rabies can be avoided in pets by vaccination, which is why a rabies vaccination is required for dogs, cats and ferrets.

For more information, please contact CCDPH at 708-492-2000.
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